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TSCRA president calls for legislature to reaffirm groundwater as private
property right

CONTENT FROM OUR FRIENDS OVER AT TEXAS AND SOUTHWESTERN CATTLE RAISERS ASSOCIATION

by Staff of Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association

Private property landowners need this legislation in
order to protect their property.

Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers
Association (TSCRA) President Dave Scott
testified Thursday before the Texas House
Committee on Natural Resources regarding
groundwater ownership.

"As the demand for groundwater in Texas
increases, it is important that groundwater
continues to be recognized and reaffirmed as
vested, real property of private landowners," Scott said. "TSCRA supports reasonable
regulation of groundwater so private landowners are treated fairly and afforded due
process, property rights are respected, and all private landowners maintain the
ability to use groundwater for any beneficial use."

In October 2009, TSCRA adopted policy calling for the reaffirmation of the
ownership of groundwater as a vested, real property right. While Texas courts have
continually reaffirmed that landowners have a vested property right of groundwater
in place, recent legal actions have challenged this right.

Texas ranchers and landowners urge the Texas legislature, courts and regulatory
entities to recognize this fundamental property right so that current private
landowners are protected and future private property owners are not handicapped
by having their property taken from them.

TSCRA supports local groundwater conservation districts; however, TSCRA would
like for all groundwater conservation districts to recognize and respect the fact that
groundwater is the vested, real property right of the landowner, particularly as the
Desired Future Conditions (DFC) process moves forward.

"Private landowner ownership of groundwater encourages good stewardship and
promotes accountability," Scott said."The way private landowners manage their
property directly influences quantity and quality of groundwater available to Texans.
Finally, private ownership provides more certainty and balance in water planning
for the future."

The Texas and Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association is a 133-year-old trade
organization. As the largest and oldest livestock association in Texas, TSCRA
represents more than 15,000 beef cattle producers, ranching families and businesses
who manage approximately 4 million head of cattle on 51.5 million acres of range
and pasture land, primarily in Texas and Oklahoma.
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